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was access to water from the pump. The incidence of cholera almost immediately trickled to a stop

(Frerichs 2020).

Physical distancing (as well good hand hygiene) is a modern manifestation of Snow’s convincing
authorities to remove the handle of the Broad Street pump.

Equally important is ensuring access to personal protective equipment (PPE) for frontline medical
responders and support staff in acute settings. Capacity planning for meeting surge capacities in hospitals
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2. Economic Impact: The American economy has been profoundly weakened

The Australian Academy of Science recently put out a call for experts to register if they can contribute to due to the pandemic, with social distancing measures leading to a significant

Covid-19 pandemic planning (OCS 2020). This should be applauded.

downturn. Many Americans are experiencing economic hardship as a result (
p- 80, p. 80).

3. Global Leadership: The document raises questions about America's future
global leadership role in light of the pandemic. It suggests that the crisis may

community of practice—for providing timely advice to government and the private sector on other
national risk exposures, such as bioterrorism and climate change.

accelerate changes in the global balance of power and could lead to a
transition in international hegemony (p. 65, p. 67).

3. Ensure adequate supplies of personal protective equipment

4. Social Disruption: The pandemic has disrupted many aspects of life, with

To achieve this goal, we need to enhance our national stockpile, diversify our supply chains and establish

an in-country manufacturing capacity for PPE. governments implementing lockdowns and restrictions that have affected

the economy and the freedom of movement for billions of people (p. 87).

PPE should be regarded as a component of critical national infrastructure. There should be a standing
order for Australian companies to manufacture these items. Government purchasing requirements should
stipulate that PPE be Australian-made.
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Many of these supply chains are potentially unreliable and make us vulnerable to supply-chain
interruptions. During the Covid-19 crisis, nations competed for essential medical equipment and supplies.
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